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Author’s Profile
Doki Suda was born in 1929 in 
Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan. In 
1949, he was ordained as a 
Buddhist monk under 
eminent master Kodo Sawaki. He graduated 
from the Komazawa University Faculty of 
Buddhism in 1956, becoming Dharma heir to 
Kogen Mizuno in 1959. As of 1983, he served 
as head priest of Tenyu-ji Temple (Nagasaki 
Prefecture). Suda was a prolific author of 
books on Buddhism in general, including 
this volume, and on Zen specifically. He 
passed away in 2008.

The Reverend Doki Suda was ordained as a Buddhist monk 
under Kodo Sawaki, eminent Zen master of the Showa era 
(1926–89). Later graduating from the Komazawa University 
Faculty of Buddhism, as well as pursuing extensive studies 
at the Soto-Zen Propagation Research Institute (currently: 
Soto Education Department, Soto Institute for Buddhist 
Studies), he would become known as a scholar-monk and 
Dharma heir to Kogen Mizuno, renowned Buddhist scholar 
and former president of Komazawa University. Rev. Suda 
was also a prolific author.

This version of the story of the Buddha’s life was a 
popular feature in the Soto Zen Graph (first published in 
1982), a magazine widely read by the faithful of Soto Zen 
Buddhism, over a period of six years. It is a well-known 
fact that ancient Indian Buddhist scriptures gradually came 
to depict the Buddha as a super-human—undoubtedly a 
manifestation of respect and admiration for him. In 
modern times, however, much light has been shed on the 
life of the Buddha as a historical figure. 

Rev. Suda sought the truth of the Buddha’s life as a great 
sage who was a real person. Still, even though it is as 
accurate a portrayal as possible, at the same time this book 
clearly conveys a sense of tremendous respect for and faith 
in the Buddha. Through the volume’s clear and concise 
presentation, the reader is able to gain a glimpse of the 
incredible depth of the Buddha’s religious sentiment and 
philosophy. 

  YASUAKI NARA, editor
  (Executive Director, The Eastern Institute;
  Professor Emeritus and Former Chancellor,
  Komazawa University)
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須田　道輝 著 簡明な文章と美麗なイラストで綴る英文ブッダ伝の決定版

　須田道輝老師は、昭和を代表する禅匠・沢木興道老師
のもとで出家し、駒澤大学仏教学部を卒業。その後に著
名な仏教学者である水野弘元博士（元駒澤大学総長）の
法を嗣いだ学僧である。曹洞宗教化研修所で研鑽を積み、
著書も多い。
　本書は、「曹洞禅グラフ」に２年にわたって連載され
て好評を博した釈尊伝である。良く知られているように、
古代インドの仏典に描かれるブッダは次第に超人化され
てくる。ブッダ鑽仰の念のしからしむところであるが、
しかし、現在では歴史的人物としてのブッダの実像はか
なりの程度に明らかになっている。
　須田老師は偉大な宗教者としての生身のブッダを追い
求めてきた。本書においても、ブッダの生涯を出来るだ
け正確に追いながら、そこにはブッダへの限りない敬意
と信仰の念いとがあふれている。それだけに、読者は本
書の簡にして要を得た記述のなかにブッダという人格の
深い宗教性と思想の片鱗に触れることができる。
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著者プロフィール

1929年、茨城県生まれ。1949
年に沢木興道老師の元で出
家。1956年、駒沢大学仏教学
部を卒業。1959年、水野弘元
老師の法を嗣ぐ。1983年より天祐寺（長崎
県）住職。本書をはじめ仏教や禅に関する著
書が多数ある。2008年没。
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